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2   The Naming of Colonel Light Gardens

This document has been prepared to provide readers with access to the source material dealing with the 
naming of the suburb of Colonel Light Gardens and its streets.

Whilst the image quality of many of the original documents is poor, they have been included to allow 
access to source material.

If you are aware of further material on this topic, please contact:  
Philip Knight,  
3 East Parkway,  
Colonel Light Gardens.

Information for this document has been drawn from the following sources:
Bank SA.
City of Mitcham Local History Collection.
SA Geographical Names Board.
State Library of South Australia.

© 2008 Philip Knight
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The suburb of  Colonel Light Gardens lies to the east and west of  a major arterial road, Goodwood Road. The 
area to the east of  Goodwood Road was used for farming and was known as Grange Farm.
Grange Farm was owned for many years by the wealthy South Australian landowner, William Tennant 
Mortlock, of  Martindale Hall, Mintaro.
An obituary published in The Adelaide Chronicle 23/8/1913 following the death of  Mr Mortlock contained the fol-
lowing extract:

This information is confirmed in the Minutes of  Evidence of  Mr D V Wilson before the Royal Commission 
on Land Purchases (Grange Farm) SA Parliamentary Paper 57 of  1918 p6

From 1 April 1915, Grange Farm  was used by the Commonwealth Government as a military training camp. It 
was referred to as the Mitcham Military Camp or the Mitcham Army Camp.

The Trustees for the Estate of   
W T Mortlock sold Grange Farm 
to the South Australian Govern-
ment in June 1915 and the sale 
included the requirement that “Mr 
Mortlocks name will be associated 
in some prominent way with the 
Town Planning Scheme in connec-
tion with the property”.

On 13 July 1915 reference was made 
on two occasions in the SA Parlia-
ment to the sale.

SAPD 13/7/1915 p38

SAPD 13/7/1915 p39
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Charles Reade, the South Australian Government Town Planner, used the description  “Mitcham Garden 
Suburb”  and “proposed Garden Suburb at Mitcham” in his letter to the Attorney-General, of  12 January 1917.
                      

Reade, the designer of  the proposed suburb used the description “Mitcham Garden Suburb” when he released 
his preliminary plans and bird’s-eye view at the First Australian Town Planning and Housing Conference and 
Exhibition held in Adelaide in October 1917. Reade co-organised this conference.

Reade again used the term “Mitcham Garden Suburb” in a memorandum dated 29 July 1919 in which he set 
out the administrative framework for the proposed suburb.
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The use of  the term “Mitcham Garden Suburb” to describe the area continued until the Mitcham Garden 
Suburb Bill commenced its second reading  in the SA Parliament on 18 November 1919.
Debate on the Bill included debate on the proposed name of  the suburb, Mitcham Garden Suburb. A number 
of  Members of  Parliament were concerned that the name was similar to other settled areas of  Mitcham.

SAPD 18/11/1919 p1876

SAPD 18/11/1919 p1877

SAPD 18/11 1919 p1879
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Debate on the following day explored a number of  alternatives. In the end they passed the Bill to create the 
suburb, but it was still without a name.

SAPD 19/11/1919 p1956 
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The word Mitcham was dropped and the 
Act became the Garden Suburb Act.

The plan which was presented 
as the Second Schedule was 
reworked as “Garden Suburb, 
Adelaide”

After the Advertiser 
carried a story on 
the debate in the SA 
Parliament on possible 
names for the Suburb, a 
student from Adelaide 
High School, Doreen 
Brobble, wrote to the 
Attorney-General  
suggesting the name 
“Cavell” after the 
famous nurse of  World 
War I.
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On 21 November 1919, L. Shields of  Edwardstown East wrote suggesting the suburb should be called 
Hopetoun and the boundaries extended to include Edwardstown East!
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There were other suggestions and these prompted Reade to write to the Attorney-General on 7 January 1920. 
Reade commented on each suggestion. He then proposed “Light Garden Suburb”. Reade’s suggested suburb 
name was supported in a hand written note on the letter by Henry Barwell, the Attorney-General and Minister 
Controlling Town Planning.
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The Chairman of  the South Australian Town Planning and Housing Association wrote to the Attorney-
General on 5 May 1920 suggesting “William Light Garden Suburb ... as it represents the logical continuation of  
the work of  the pioneer Town Planner of  South Australia”.
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This comment is similar to Reade’s report “Planning and Development of  Towns and Cities in South Australia 
(SAPP No.63 of  1919) in which Reade quotes from the 1917 Official Volume of  Proceedings of  the First 
Australian Town Planning Conference and Exhibition. Reade was the co-organiser of  that Conference and 
edited its papers.
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The SA Town Planning and Housing Association’s Light 
Journal, June 1920 edition, provides further insight into the 
use of  the working name of  Mitcham Garden Suburb, the 
alternative names suggested and the Association’s preferred 
name of  William Light Garden Suburb.

The Register newspaper of  15 June 1920 refers to the proposed 
suburb as the “Garden Suburb” and the “model garden suburb 
at Mitcham”.
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The Advertiser newspaper on 29 June 
1920 carried a short note from a 
reader suggesting “Wirraparinga”, the  
“native  name of  Brownhill Creek”, 
even though Brownhill Creek does 
not pass through the suburb.

With the land soon to be released, 
the Garden Suburb Commissioner 
wrote to the Secretary, Com-
missioner of  Crown Lands and 
expressed a view that “William Light 
Garden Suburb” was too long and 
he suggested “Light Gardens” or 
“Dernacourt.”
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The Attorney-General Henry Barwell noted that “Colonel Light Gardens to be the name of  the Garden 
Suburb”. This was probably the result of  a Cabinet meeting of  18 April 1921.
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The sales brochure released for the initial land sales in mid-1921 provides an official explanation for the 
name chosen for the suburb. 

The area of  Colonel Light Gardens to the west of  Goodwood Road became part of  Colonel Light Gardens in 
1924. The bulk of  the land was purchased from the Estate of  Shobbrooks and a smaller block was purchased 
from A. Hann. The western area of  Colonel Light Gardens has been the subject of  a number of  attempts 
to rename it Daw Park. One attempt was made in the 1940s and further attempts were made in 1967 and 
in the 1970s. This appears to have been for the convenience of  the postal authority. The Garden Suburb 
Commissioner strenuously opposed these moves.
Certain residents of  the northern section of  the former Grange Farm section adopted the term Reade Park 
after the commencement of  the Thousand Homes Scheme in 1924 in other parts of  Colonel Light Gardens. 
This was intended to create a distinction between the areas of  private development and the Thousand Homes 
area. The major reserve located in the northern section is the home of  the Reade Park Bowling Club, the 
Reade Park Tennis Club and the Reade Park Croquet Club.
The term Reade Park was not officially recognised as a suburb or a section of  Colonel Light Gardens and 
its use steadily declined.
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Street Names
Henry Barwell, the SA Attorney-General, in a speech at the Second Australian Town Planning Conference 
held in Brisbane in 1918 described a “Broadway” and spoke of  the plan having a Parkway Avenue encircling 
the suburb.
Bold, at the same conference, provided an explanation of  the term “Parkway”.

The Register newspaper of  15 June 1920 provided this description.
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The explanations of  many of  the other street names of  the eastern section of  the suburb can be seen in 
an undated document from the Garden Suburb Commissioners files. As not all the names were used, it was 
probably used as a list of  possible street names to choose from.
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Bond Street was renamed in May 1967 as a section of  Salisbury Crescent.
Stafford Place which lay between West Parkway and Goodwood Road was renamed Windsor Ave .
The street names for the 1924 extension of  the suburb to the west of  Goodwood Road relate to events in 
the life of  Colonel William Light.
An undated clipping from The Advertiser provides an account of  the origins.

The streets referred to are all found in the western section of  Colonel Light Gardens. The newspaper clipping 
incorrectly limits the Thousand Homes to the western section of  Colonel Light Gardens. Only 332 of  the 
homes were built on this area, 363 built in the area of  Colonel Light Gardens to the east of  Goodwood Rd 
and 305 were built in Adelaide’s western suburbs.
A more comprehensive description of  events in William Light’s life can be found in the Introduction Notes to 
David Elder’s book, William Light’s Brief  Journal and Australian Diaries. However, this book does not provide us 
with an understanding of  the origin of  Martlesham to confirm the report in the Advertiser.
The later book by Geoffrey Dutton and David Elder, Melbourne University Press 1991 provides a slightly 
different version of  Martlesham from that provided in the Advertiser article.

The relationship of  Light to these street names is summarised as:
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Richmond - Light’s friend, the Duke of  Richmond,
Penang- In Malaysia where Light lived with his father in Malay until he was 6 years old,
Rozells - Light’s mother Martinha Rozells with whom Light’s father “cohabited”,
Corunna - in Spain, where Light was wounded by a bullet in battle,
Clyde - the first ship on which Light served,
Rapid - the ship which conveyed Light to Australia.
Martlesham - from Martlesham Hall where Light lived in England with his guardians,
Light Place - named after Light.

Whilst these street names all relate to William Light’s life, the early plans for the subdivision of  the western 
portion appear to have proposed aboriginal street names. The lending records of  the State Bank provide 
the following: 
proposed Parilla Ave now Rozells Ave,
proposed Myponga Ave now Corunna Ave,
proposed Echunga Ave now Richmond Ave,
proposed Karoonda Ave now Penang Ave,
proposed Aldinga Cres now Martlesham Cres.


