The Bombing of Colonel Light Gardens.

On 22 August 1942, a US Liberator bomber ‘bombed’
properties on West Parkway, Colonel Light Gardens.
The newspaper reports of the time are produced here.

However, it appears that it was not the full story.
There have been a number of reports of this in the
Adelaide Advertiser, one in 1986 and then again in
August 1999. John Mack contacted Rex Jory, of the
Advertiser and provided additional information on the
incident. Mr Mack provided a copy of his letter and it
is also reproduced here.
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A 1949 aerial photograph of the
affected section of Colonel Light
Gardens. The location of where the
bomb bay door was as described
by the (late) Peter Searles who had
souvenired a piece on his way to
CLG Primary School. The red oval
area is the area described in the
newspaper reports as to where the
goods were found.
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Bomb Bay Door Falls. From
Amerzcan Plane

: Res¢dems of West
Gardens, were showered

about 8 a.m. today.

dentally dropped from o
bomber.

a nasty fright.
Several children ha

Narrow

general feeling in the dl'\—
trict affer the excitement hadi
died down was disappointment that!
so much good liquor was wasted. |
Two bottles of champagne were;
eported to have furvived the fall
but they could not be jocated.
Mr. P. W. Ryan, of Goodwood |
road, got two dozen unbroken
bottles of coca-cola, and a soldier ;
is reported to have rescued one
bottle of beer which had had the |
neck kpocked off.
that the  contents
spoiled.
Al the
w - tard, of -

FPHE

He reported j
had been uns

sbome of Mro M. AL Pl
.98 We&‘ Parkwayv, one
© bottle of coca-cola smashed thlough
¢ the bathroom window, showered;
six-yvear-old Mariene },\'ingdon, Mx'.i
* Pittard's® grand-daughier, with the]
drink—~but did not hurt her.
John Kingdon, 21 months, was in!
the back!yard when a crate of beer

hit a le mn tree, tock 8 ft. out of!
the fe: on ils wayv t‘nouvh to!
Mrs, L F McDonald's yard. John!

S

‘.\IR. H.OW. Wright. of 104 West,

& Parkwa;r. had been in the|
fowlyard at the back of his home
“a minute before a crate of eggs
. crashed into the lane separating
his property from that of Mr. Ryan.

He heard the plane approaching,
: came out to see it flving very low.
" and when objects began to tumble
from it, he thought- they were pam-
phlets.

Tlater bhe! founa that it was beer
. nnd coca-cbla which had ripped
_1tnrough the fence into his place.
.| All: the, bottles were broken.

At the home of Mrs. O. Baust,
46 West Parkway, a bottle of
cha;,npagn_eishattered on the front
ver@ndah.ganother hit the roof of
a shed at, #he back of the house.
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EXAMINING o bomb-bay door (top) that
Standing

from a U.S. bomber in Coloriel Light Gardens :oday.

did moet attempt to inlercept

to right) : Coptain S. Braithwaite and Majer L T. Sexton, ond Tecl anc the;plces dropped on the path

nical Sergecmt A.J. Parsons- (LS. Armyi.  Lower— Hole in the h’gac* spot where she

roof of an enclosed verandah at the home of Mrs. L F. McDonald, uls the baby in its pram.
West Porkwﬁy, Co!one Light Gordens, made by o corton of coca- colo ==

mof dmrbr‘eH {'rom the piane. « R?‘«\iﬁ KURILES

W ashington. : "u e Vleet

r x‘as)zz iR A EREERI {that Ven-

B.u;m ushire  Islund the

' 1' ' \H.\Uné\ on Saturday, Three

| & altlc Bro en hgumw fighiers took off but

Australzan Associated Press the American: planes,
LQNDON Monday —Russian troops haqu REFERENDUM IN W.A.
' : I[‘! LG*VIG, after mﬂlchng " Perth. — Referendum majo-

| delazde

ling burgundy, beer, coca- co!a eggs, amd oran

njury, but no one was hurt

{when a carton of coca-¢ola

Porkwoy, Colonel Light
with champagne, spark-
ges

The shower came in crates and bottles qtc:-

big, low-flying American

‘ Part of a bomb-bay also dropped. The
crates and bottles smashed holes
houses, ripped gaps in fences, and gave resndents

in roofs of

Y
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d narrow escapes fmm

+

ran inside loocking for his rnd)ﬁ‘e‘.
;and then began te cry.

Mrs. '\ICDona d. who has 1eu ntly
ireturned from hospital. was 11 bed
er ,ﬁdwea

‘through her back verandah \roof

“That, with the roar of the giane‘
.a four-engined Liberator. :con-
vinced her that the ma"c had
rashed in the back yard.
Mr. Rvan. the man who l col-

ilected the .unbroken coca-cola; was.
J} his yard. painting a chair. i& hen
he hea 'd the roar of the approach-
ing bomber, -and saw i1 appesdr
over the roofs to the north.

Then he saw objects falling from
ds it flew at a heighl of abon

61150, .

He dashed into his garage for
protection, realised that Mary,
his six-year-oid daughter, was

! stifl outside, ran back ‘to get her.’

By this time fthe plane & had

ipassed over their house, iand [hree

caxtons of coca-cola had !l landed in
the' backyard. Mary Mwas, cmmg
ou‘r unhurt.

Eggs Near F owlyard

A crate of burgund aanded on
the front lawn at the home. olf Mr.
J. Opie, knocked over nn: orma[mem
tal  tree, took off a tap| sk;dded
through the- fence into|the ifront
garden of Mr. Mick EIES, whase,
roof and f{ront verandah were
spatiered with pulped oh'ang S,

In the street just outside a bomb-
bay door landed from the plane,

and n .several of the, back yards
were lengths of timber whxcg had

apparently fallen from the plane,
ico
Liess :than three hours afte the
accident, the pilot of thg plane-was
on [the scene, surveymg the |dam-
age! i i
He had landed on
some distance from Ade
hyrried to {the scene |td §
whethercanyone had hemx urt.
He would not make ‘any . Etate»
ment ‘beyond saying that the goods
had not been dumped inhtentionally.
United States "Army officials said
]!af r' than an inquiry was being
imade, i
(Canhnued on Pape 3)
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- Cobinet has beet
nearly all day t
the coal crisis in
Before the Cabinet
Prime Minister (Mr.

a ‘long conference wi
‘monwealth  Coal ¢

H

meet tonight ito «Mr. Mighell),
t ha, the po Mr. Mighell was
on of Sunday Cabinet when it r
; afferncon, and the G
1 on the di !
¢ e 3Pu, understood to be dis
) ‘him emergeney meas
))D,%vsn attity;r;dlzg ei;:é ‘the crisis,  These iac
d#cided to disdon-| | - sibility of new method
tige and to reflind ig%é‘f,’;;f““ aetails
had been tgzldé.f . Cabinet had" before
vert to the posi ?;ré)r; ‘the letter sent to the
en e s I {the Miners’ Federatio:
:ve&;nagonoo(};f o;kelr .at the week-end by M
10 had discontinyed %Verke?)y to this lett
:;I;go:}l]r;i! ffg!;e? i The: correspondence
At - Government and th
5 < Ac m- iwhich follows Mr.
of departments to ferences with the coa
\L?]Iy fines, He cfc;ulq ,coal owners three wi
0se powersg omE ‘not vet been miade
as not prepared to ;
rtadkmg that they © PENSIONS IN |
se ) ¢ It iy understood
eputation that ﬁneL! tin's letter to the m&f
v imposed. _ 3 A the latest interruptio
h r & } AFTER A CRATE OF BEER from | o and the union's |
ea | a US. bomber hod = crashed he  Svdnes e
g C ith Swv >y
“ through a lemon tree, in the s BBELS ON WHY f t.::m:i\x(th (e‘ ’:onfere
feared that there | Dack yard of 1o house gccupied | ! 1¢5~
» i ¢ is believe §
ous trouble if the | by Mr. H. A Pittard, In West l ; Curtin ha:li;‘é?{(\‘atea;
allowed to con- { Parkway, Colomel Light Gardens, | ! the Gevernment wi
1ad now asked the l today, Grahamd and.  Marlene | ceed with the min
ght PFetder?{( Pa(r;- ; :_(u?gdon tabove! picked up the | Australian Associated PT@SS 7 scheme, and may wit
sor Party (Mr. G. | follen lemons. The crate went ONDON - 3 : ~ important concessia
M.H.R.) to bring | ooy j ON, Monday. — Goebbels'! "Her sole object was to crush .
ore Ca)uouq ,l g | right on ﬂ*rough fhe paling i 4 Jatest direction 5 to his ')mpa»-zhp gathering armzes that were en-: by t.he industry if 1
ol iy ; fence on the right. ganda agents throughout the Bal- © ling her, and to destroy them. | an .’mm"d?a“‘ impr
de 1den ?h\ eman, - e | ma’m are quoted by tne “Daily Ex- “This has been achieved. France the industrial record
. Ct%l “k Pecfﬂ ‘ ) press” correspondent in Istanbul, 0NG Poland canpot again threates, flelds.
thugrm'\ elr‘ r u-: Yc ls ees ;who states that they re eached him the Fatherland for an entire gene-, Reports received by
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N §.&h9n the German Army wowd' ‘It 1s the Fuhrer's plan now tojby the additional
= CHIEF withdraw within the inner for: . Wihidraw nhh Aiamw ful’ and glorious measures introduced
. ress of the Reich's f r ":mm_\ “behind the unbreakable ago.
s s frontiers. has inbreakable &g :
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1§x€e« that mho ~vh\.. he heard fhe bomber, and! Sta t A/I future Europe.” ‘posals, the effects of
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ing heavy damaz esirbad » _ been placed before several mem- ihe annual meets ng today. @ ; in Jess than two
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st on January 9 .of “CLEARED TREES”
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“The plane went even lower, and

i win 29 days out from London.
| Their actual ﬂvinz time was 135

hours.
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Competition of

svmhenq fibres v
‘had increased enormausly, but there,

ihecause of strikes ar
esult of breakdowns.
The heaviest loss.
since last Monday wee

ElNSTATED 1 w S T G L 1o “was a reasonable hope Oﬂ much;

as sure it was going to crash ; € tons. recorded on Fric
anlother constable!into the houses. After that it must SEEKS C HANG ("‘d‘:gl g;?t‘gfﬂaﬁgmm WJ}E@, ?gﬁgﬂ M aven of fodav's stc
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luty, and were re- Flying north after the Lacudent Uing the future of the indusfry, bul. Two important

the bomber appe‘ared to barely wool interests could no'lonuer heing -held in Sy

zaihst McNmtv was Vear city buildings. i PRE SELECT'ONS aftond to it down and think *he\:drf‘ fdiscussing  the
1] Police Court and| ! Later a member of the crew of “could hold their kingdom xJt}~1<>m~=le(‘inuh and gas.

(for Grigg) claimed
id not interrogated
why he wasg in the
ag Park. where he
¢ tp where he had

t,he bomber said that he was most,
anxinus that it should be under-,
gtood that the goods were not jet-
tx%oned purposely. Such action
would be taken only over the sea.
i United States Provosts visited

he iwas going, and 3{ e homes at Colonel Light Gar-

maiters—all ques-|dens. and took statements from =&

expert poche offi-lthumber of householders. '
|l Detectives Gully and “Harper

'also took statements.
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Gov-
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ld not{a plantation outside the home of
»f the|Mrs Mylius. Next door Mrs. C.

e re-

igges-{low iIn quick succession, and
rrence | thought the crew must be dropping
modi- | leaflets.

itional| The Rev. Fr. P. M. Horgan was
upon | sitting in a sun-room at the rear
rcum- | of his house in_OxYford Circus. He
f the| heard the roar of the approaching
clared
ity. to| glass as 4 crate of beer ri ,
on, in|the bough of a tree and burst
Ig Ser-| through a galvanized {ron fence,

S0me| jesy thah three yards from the
tution| gyn-room.

‘bbmi‘- Insulators on an electric light
Rt Kole in a laneway at the rear of

?& “gﬁ was cut off in the neighborhood.
“The The circuit was restored later in

5,,3‘,‘,’1 At 102 West Parkway, Mrs. P. D.

iemies, S Mather’s chicken house was
o | TR
mven- e home of Mr. H. A, Pit-

rresen- | tard. 88 West Parkway, a bottle of
. com-| cool drink hurtled through the
could | bathroom window, drenching Mr.
jelibe- | Pittard’s six-year-old granddaugh-
les not | ter, Marlene Kingdon, but do! ‘g
jed in]|her no harm. In the backyar

wctions | John Kirgdon, aged 21 months, wds
1tal to' narrowly missed by a crate of beer

Liberator Drops
Many Crates
Flying across the southern
suburbs of Adelaide at less than

200 feet above the ground, a four-
engined Uniteq States Liberator

bomber dr & bomb door and
several cra of beer,r'dﬁr
Burgundy, aerated co

West Parkway, Colonel Light Gar-
g:ns. shortly after 8 a.m. vester-
y.
Nobody was hurt, but several
women and children had narrow
escapes. The crates and bottles
smashed holes in roofs, burst
through fences, tore limbs from
trees, and littered acres of ground
with fragments of -glass.
United States Army authorities
in Adelaide are conducting an en-
qu into the incident, and an
official report will probably be
completed today. It will then be
sent on to US headquarters in Aus-
tralia. .
A spokesman sald yesterday:—
“It was clearly an accident, and
there is no foundation for rumors
that the crew were jettisoning cargo
because they found themselves In
difficulties. We appreciate the atti-
tude of those affected. Actual
damage will grobably not exceed a
{)%w p?émds. ut compensation will
Da ‘n
It is understood that the aircraft
was on a routine flight, and that
the articles dropped were portion
of supplies going from one base to
another. There were a crew of
six and two Passengers on board.
Many people who saw the Libera-
tor said that it flew no lower than
the Lancaster bomber last year.
The pilot and crew of the bomber,
after landing at an aerodrome,
raced out to West Parkway to see
what damage had been done. The
guot told residents he had bombed
he Japanese north of Australia.
“but had never been so scared as
when he accidentally ‘bombed’
Colonel Light Gardens.”

Narrow Escapes

Yesterday morning West Park-
way was crowded with residents
ana onlookers as police and Us
provosts questioned those affected.

Mrs. L. F. McDonald, of 100 West
Parkway, was lying in bed when a
carton of cool drink smashed
through the galvanized iron roor
of her washhouse, a few yards
away. “A quarter of an hour later
[ would have been standing at the
troughs,” she said.

A crate of beer fell in her back
yard and bounced over into an ad-
joining lane.

A crate of burgundy feH in the

arden of Mrs. J. Opie, at 96 West
arkway, and a case of oranges in

fell on the roof of Mr. E. G. Wina-
sor at 90 West Parkway.
Portion of a bomb bay landed in

H. Ball saw crates and boxes fol-

lane and then a shattering of
g ppeg off

and a carton of coco cola landed

is . home were broken, and power

the morning.
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CAMERA CONNOISSEUR

C. JOHN MACK
I‘/ N/
Lo
N ’ VICTOR HARBOR
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5211
= TEL: 085/52 2698
17™ August, 1999
Mzr. Rex Jory,

The Advertiser Newspapers,
G.P.O. Box 339,
ADELAIDE S.A. 5001

Dear Rex,

Here are the circumstances surrounding the “Bombing of Adelaide” during 1944 by an
American Liberator of the United States Airforce, 380" Bombardment Group.

I was Warrant Officer in Charge of an Australian Army Cinema and Visual Education
Unit at Adelaide River, Northern Territory.

We regularly exchanged our 16mm Australian films for feature films via the 126
. American Signal and Radio Intelligence Unit at the 80 MILE. My mate there was one Jacob
Perle, their film officer.

The Americans were leaving the area, and Jake “accidentally” left two nice 16mm
movie projectors in the scrub for us when they went.

A Liberator went down to Adelaide for a collection of goodies partly paid for by a
round-robin amongst the unit and one can imagine how pleased they were to lose most of the
cargo over Colonel Light Gardens.

Liberators had a narrow aluminium cat-walk suspended by rods from the roof between
the racks of bombs and of course above the bomb-bay doors. On these rods were handles
which could be manually operated to get rid of errant bombs which had not dropped when the
airmen got the order “Bombs Away”.

MEMBER PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTORS SOCIETY — VINTAGE & CLASSIC CAMERAS

On the Adelaide occasion a member of the crew tossed his personal pack into the
cargo after the aircraft left Parafield, but the shoulder strap pulled down a manual release lever
and the weight of the goodies burst open the bomb-bay doors - the rest is as you have
reported it.

Security really was very good in Australia during World War II but on this occasion
my mate told me of their sad loss some hours before it was news “Down South”.

There was no mention of it in the Territory where we and the Americans only received
our army newspaper!

I remember Jake saying “As you Aussies would say, it’s not bloody funny”.

Yours sincerely

Er—7"

i -

/.

<

(C/30HN MACK)




